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Marijuana Legalization Initiative Enters Circulation
Marijuana Legalization. Individual Rights. Constitutional Amendment.

S}!\CRAMENTO = Secretary of State Debra Bowen today announced that the proponent of a
new initiative may begin collecting petition signatures for his measure.

The Attorney General prepares the legal title and summary that is required to appear on initiative
petitions. When the official language is complete, the Attorney General forwards it to the
proponent and to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State then provides calendar deadlines
to the proponent and to county elections officials, and the initiative may be circulated for
signatures. The Attorney General’s official title and summary for this measure is as follows:

MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION. INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS. CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT. Amends constitution to legalize marijuana and hemp within
California and to provide for broad individual constitutional rights, including rights to
food, shelter, medical care, and to be free from “unreasonable” taxation. Allows
marijuana to be sold in any store that sells alcohol. Establishes local boards with
expansive powers, including powers to regulate and tax marijuana. Requires marijuana
tax revenues support specified programs. Exempts marijuana sales profits from income
tax. Forbids most testing for marijuana used outside the workplace. Prohibits most
marijuana, alcohol, and tobacco advertisements. Immunizes marijuana growers and
sellers from liability. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of
Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Potential savings of up to
several tens of millions of dollars annually to state and local governments, which would
no longer incur the costs of incarcerating and supervising certain marijuana offenders.
Potential costs of up to the tens of millions of dollars to state and local governments to
fund the one-time start-up costs of the local boards. A potentially significant increase
in state and local spending on substance abuse treatment services that could possibly be
partially or fully offset by revenues from this measure. Potential increased revenues in
the tens of millions to low hundreds of millions of dollars annually from marijuana
stamps and licenses to support specified programs and the local boards. Unknown but
potentially significant increase in state and local revenues from collection of sales and
use taxes on the sale of Marijuana. Unknown but potentially significant decrease in
state and local revenues from taxes on tobacco and alcohol due to a prohibition of
advertising for these goods that would likely result in a decline in sales. (Initiative 08-
0009.)
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The Secretary of State’s tracking number for this measure is 1341 and the Attorney General’s
tracking number is 08-0009.

The proponent for this measure, Christopher Springer, must collect signatures of 694,354
registered voters — the number equal to 8% of the total votes cast for governor in the 2006
gubernatorial election — in order to qualify it for the ballot. The proponent has 150 days to
circulate petitions for this measure, meaning the signatures must be collected by September 5,
2008.

There is no public contact information available for this proponent.
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